69. This Copy of “ ALLY SLOPER” carries with it the advantages of a Railway Accident Life Policy for £150. 
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charge of the house by its proprietor, with instructions to } 
show it to any would-be tenant. The pot-boy of the ! 
| “Gower Arms," close by, was the last among the neighbours 
to see her alive, when he brought her supper beer, at which 
| time she was talking toa young man ina blue coat. That 
| blue coat went nigh to hanging that young man. 
| On January 2nd the house, contrary to custom, remainin ’ 
closed until late in the day, an entrance was made, an 


ke ie eo ——— iy 
SLOPER’S CHRISTMAS DINNER. yi 
“Poor Papa’s idea of a pleasant surprise on Christmas Day may have entertained the younger members of the Family, but to all of us it was a miserable i | 
failure. To dress up children of tender years in theatrical costumes, so that one’s Christmas Dinner may be brought up with the effect peculiar to the | 
Harlequinade in a Pantomime, is original, but such buffoonery saddens me. Through Boulanger playing at Harry Payne, the turkey and sausages arrived on the ili 
table in a condition that even Snatcher and Toddles couldn’t stand. Such conduct may be funny, but you don’t think so when you are hungry.”—Toorsir. i 
E DAY AFTER THE PANTOMIME. 7 ! 
we 2 THE MURDER IN MONTAGUE PLACE. i 
Ox January Ist, 1828,a brutal crime was perpetrated at 
No. 11 of the locality above-mentioned, the victim being a 
i? poor old lady, named Elizabeth Jeffe, who had been left in | 
va 
‘ 


Mrs. Jeffe found lying onthe floorinthe front parlcur, with 
her throat cut and quite dead. “The handkerchief of the 
| deceased had been thrust into the wound, but from all 
appearances it became obvious that the foot, and not the 
hand, had been employed to place it in the position in 
which it was found.” Her pockets had been rifled, and 
there were the marks of blood stained fingers on several 


| pieces of furniture that the murderer and thief had visited 
| a search of spoil. A portion of a razor-case lay on the 
oor. 


os wae made py the aig and on Jan- 

y ~ uary one iam Jones, the son of Mr. Stephen Jones, 

1. Yes, Johny wi 5 2 2 "Nu sport,” red the incorrigible 8. At anyrate, 1t woke pa and ma, who were having ws odes 

chief ambition was to shine fe ‘pry a ta tows yocne fiend. ao he neatl: tipped. the baby upside Pri @ snooze elias : ae Sant poor Rapsrmagd get ike police geal cr wap reer! bai = one Ww _ 
ntomime clown. “ . hen did that bright kid belch forth squalls loud © when his tly and firmly took him across his : e coat. 

‘ séaer, She fetcheth. monn ReneS meee ae een cabs the deed. ” bended Knee |" Rather ! Guildhall, Salmon. a Row Street offices. claimed the prisoner 
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on the more serious charge, and he was eventually tried at the Old 
Bailey. It was proved t he was of a dissipated character, had 
occasionally visited Mrs. Jeffe, and that, from the respect she bore 
his family, she had given him money to relieve his wants. 

His sweetheart, Polly Parker, was a witness against him. She 
said that on December 31st she and he were entirely without food 
or money, that he left her that night near Serjeant’s Inn, in Fleet 
Street, and appointed to meet her again at the same place at half- 

vast twelve, which he did, coming from the direction of Shoe 
Taste: He then had money, and they had something to drink, and 
next morning he went out and returned in an hour with a quantity 
of silver, with which they were enabled to redeem some clothes 
from the pawnbroker'’s, and go to the Olympic Theatre. 

The next week he appeared to be anxious that no one should find 
out where he lived, ann said that the police were after him; but 
the most important facts proved against him were that he had a 
severe and recently intlicted cut on his left thumb, and that the 
razor-case found lying near the body had been lent to him by a 
Mrs. Williams, with whom he had shortly before lodged. 

ile ably defended himself at the trial, and contended that there 
was no real proof against him,and witnesses having testified to his 
yentle and humane disposition, he was discharged ; but being again 
put in the dock for stealing the blue coat, he was sentenced to be 
transported for seven years. 

It was afterwards reported that he had been executed at Hobart 
Town for bush-ranging, and that before his death he had confessed 
himself guilty of the murder for which he had been tried. 


* * * ° . * 
“Billiam,” babbled the Babelet, “there's always been a lot of 
Joneses about. It seems that just now there's 473 of ‘em thumping 
the pulpit cushions, and one in the playwriting way who's giving 
the music hall managers a pretty ned old warming up. A hot 
lot, some of them Joneses,” 
(Next week, “ Two Good Wives.” ) 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


—~—— 


*,* Owing to the demand on our space, we cannot guarantee to 
answer Correspondents immediately on the receipt of their 
Queries—particularly the queerest ; but all questions put to 
the Editor, or to any member of “THE FAMILY,” will be 
answered in due course. Correspondents wishing their MSS. 
or Sketches to be returned, should inclose stamps for that 
purpose, 


OLD Jor.— You cannot be too particular in that respect.— 
SEALING Wax.—AMany thanks for letter. Your opinion is shared 
by many.—B. CHADWICK (Peckham).—Of nu uae, thanks.— 
BumMey BILL.—Gar on; who're yer kiddin’——D. J. MAXWELL. 
—You can do as you like, We don't care whether you compete for 
a watch or not ; but if t.. pawned your own, why, “if you want 
to know the time,” you'll be under the somewhat painful necessity 
Vb “asking a poticeman."——NEEDLES AND Pins.— Your verses 

ave been consigned to the waste-paper basket—that_ bottomless 
ronments from which no manuseri, ple ever return.——S. HARDMAN. 
- y and send in your coupons as early as possible—PHyYsIC.— 
You have selected an appropriate non de plume—you are certainly 
nasty enough.—BATCHELOR.—The Eminent cannot entertain 
your suggestion.— COUNTRY So rey dear boy, 
come round and have some wassail ; the Eminent will be delighted. 
—BELLe.— Very glad you like our Christmas Number ; we think 
no small beer of it ourselves,——SMALL TALK.—As you please ; 
but you must distinctly state on the outside of the envelope what 
are the nature of the inclosures—BOBBY.— You have not read 
your “SLOPER” carefully, or you would not be so silly as to ask 
us such a question.—LUDWIG.—SLOPER 2 pee to find that he 
#8 thought so well v4 in your neighbourhood.——LATiIMER.— You 
will obtain a watch in your turn.—G. H. NICHOLLS (Hull).— 
You will find complete instructions in the columns of the “HALr¥- 
Hourpay.” Not ing can ase, and we really do not see 
how you can possibly make least mistake-——JOHN BAKER 
( Dulwich).— Yes, yn can apply fora Present, and will stand as 
good a chance of obtaining what you wish as anyone.—H. R. F.— 
We cannot divulge his name-—A LEADING TOWNSMAN.—Many 
thanks for letter. Glad to find that you are prospering.— 
EpGe.—.Vo, it does not make the least difference 3 you may do just 
as you please in the matter——HONEY-Pots.—Don't know, you'd 
better ask a policeman—A LOVER OF SNATCHER.—The noble 
animal is, we are happy to say, in perfect healthWILLIAM 
Froup (Leith).—Very cleverly’ dressed indeed. It has been 
placed among the already overcrowded Relics, 
—_— 
“ALLY SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY.” 
The Largest Circulation of any Illustrated Paper in Great Britain. 


Forwarded toany part of the United Kingdom, Continent, Canada, 
and Cuited States of America, post-free : 
3 Months, 18. 8d.; 6 Months, 3s. 3d.; 12 Months, 68. 6d. 
In Stamps or P.O.0.8 payable to GILBERT DALZIEL, 
“THE SLOPERIES,” 99 SHOE LANE, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


PARIS. 
On sale at all Kiosques and Booksellers’, at 20 Centimes, or by 
special arrangement at our 
PARIS AGENCY, 22 RUE DE LA BANQUE. 


£1:1:0— 
And the “SLOPER AWARD OF MERIT” will be given for the 
Best Testimonial on ALLY's Latest Invention, 


“THE SLOPER FOOD FOR CATTLE.” 


Asall the Prize Beasts at the Smithfield Show were fed on this 
remarkable mtxture, please address— 
“THE AGRICULTURALHALLIST,” 
“THE SLOPERIES,” 
99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 
*,* The List will close this day, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH, 1889, 


JUMBLES AND GINGERBREAD. 


—_— 


“My darling,” observed a fond lover, “there are various kinds of 
kisses ; there is the sentimental, the passionate, the platonis the 
devotional, the fraternal, the superticial, the penetrating, the filial, 
the delirious, the fashionable, the co-respondent’s, the habitual, the 
ardent, the lavalike, and the paternal ; now, which do you think 
you would like? ’ “Try them all, John,” said Tottie, “and then 
I'll tell you.” *- [Left trying. 


“WELL, Bumble,” cheerfully observed a city missionary, “how 
do you find things?" “I never do find things,” grumbled Bumble ; 
“*tain’t my luck. Some folks is always a-findin’, but I never finds 
nothink.” e* 

. 


“T Don’t like people who find things before they're lost,” said 
McGooseley, looking suspiciously at Iky Mo, “I had better clear 
Me gt for I did to-day,” observed the Eminent. “ You!” every- 

ly exclaimed in chorus, “What was it?” “A verdict, gentle- 
men,” said ALLY, gravely. ee 
s 


“T say, Smith,” remarked Brown, “ you know that clerk T had 
from you, I find that he is one of the biggest liars unhung, and yet 
‘ou said I could rel upon him.” “I beg your pardon,” said Smith ; 
I said you could rely upon what he said.” “ Well, where's the differ- 
ence?” asked Brown. “Why, knowing you, as if do, to be the boss 
liar all round this part of the city, I felt sure that no matter what 
that fellow said, you could always relie on it, and go one better. 


ALLY SLOPER'S HALF-HOLIDAY. 


No. 296.—The “ Seasonable” Costume. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON. 
“They say, dad, that young men and 
Women, nowadays, are better looking 
than their parents were.” “ Very likely, 
my boy, and that s!:ows what a devilish 

| ugly young fellow I must have been.” 


AN ART CRITIC. 


He, Sublime picture ! 
She. Yes; what is it supposed to 


represent ? 
He. Hanged if I know! 


¢ ——— 


— 


LAI 


THE CHRISTMAS TURKEY. 

Gobbles (who has just shunted a tough ‘un into young lady's lap), Would you 
mind handing me up the turkey, Miss Griggs? I'll get through it, if I have to 
buy a saw mill to do it with. 

[And he did, although he dislocated his elbow as a consequence. 


POOR FELLOW. 


Poor old Jones finds that his likeness to 
the Eminent showman lays him open to a 
good deal of public at 


aa 


\F NOT, WHY NOTP 


A suggestion to pantomime mana- 
ed not have a female 
rlequinade ? 


| has once been taken, 


(Saturday, December 28, 1889, 


THE Dook Snook presents his compliments to Dr. Bolus, 91, 
would feel obli: if he would explain how he is to carry out },\. 
instructions—“ Zo take one ae twice a day.” The Dook would 
like to know if it is absolutely necessary to take the same pill, and. 
if. so, what is the easiest way of regaining possession of it when jt 
ee 

s 


London Slavey (exhibiting last night's milk, with a layer 
cream on it, to the milkman). Look ‘ere, Mr. Chalks, whatever is jt’: 
Mr. Chalks (examining the article critically). Well, really, mis< 
I can't say, unless it’s the weather. Or, le'mesee, it was a new by 
as brought it round last night, maybe he did somethin’ to it ; any. 
how, I'll be very happy to change it for you. 
Ld 


+ 
WHAT mean these dreadful sounds of strife, 
This discord and confusion? 
The spirit of m schief must be rife, 
With old Nick in collusion. 


This horrid smell and voices raised, 
As though in Hern ee (aS 
Be not alarmed ! the Lord be praised ! 
Tis only washing day. 
ss? 


s 
It is astonishing the difference of feeling that is exhibit 
towards mothers-in-law and fathers-in-law, the explanation, i, 
doubt, being that there is a bond of sympathy between the sor. 
and the fathers-in-law. They are fellow sufferers, and, under such 
circumstances, friendship is only natural. 
| 


s 
“THERE'S no trusting the men—not any of the wretches !" s:i:j 
Mrs. Spillikin. “When 8. ron to sleep after his dinner, I alway. 
stick a penny stamp on each of his eyelids to prevent him from 
winking at the parlour maid when he wakes up.” 
ss 
* 
“My new play was produced last night,” said Bragwell, as he 
strolled into the aooning room of the Connibats tone a voice from 
, 


behind a cloud remarked, “ No wonder it was so blamed frosty '” 
| 


s 
“GIVE mea match, my boy,” observed old Sharpshins. “Mure 
you are, dad,” replied his son. “T wonder if it will light?” svi 
old Sharpshins, examining it gg ornig y “Oh, yes, dad,” said 
the boy, “it’s all right. I tried it before 1 brought it in.” 
*2 


s 
Youna Scratchetty does not believe in lady writers, and, as an 
argument, puts forward the fact that there never was a woman vet 
who looked as well in print as she would in anything else—silk, 
for instance. *° 
Mrs. Smith. What a pleasant man Mr. Spitely appears to be! 
and how urbane he is to his wife! 
Mrs. Brown. Yes, indeed ; you would say he was her bane if you 
could only hear him swearing and going on at her at home. 
s* 


s 

“SEEN my new watch?” asked A ign “What, another 

hunter?” exclaimed Spoftins. “ How is it you are so fond of huxt- 

ing watches?” “Don't know, I’m sure, unless it is to kill time.” 
ss 


s 
WHAT ! you're surprised that I feel raw? 
You wonder that I'm heated ; 
Yet you were present, and you saw 
How coldly | was treat 
7 


. 

“ AH, what a nice little boy, Mrs. Briggs!” said the new curate ; 
“he must be a great comfort to you.” “He is, indecd, sir,” r- 
turned Mrs. Briggs ; “he’s jest old enough to go to the pub. at thy 
corner and fetc the beer, and that saves me a lot of running 
in and out.” *,* 

“Tg it true?” asked Angelina, “that in those dreadful glove 
fights the men use kid gloves?” “Don't know,” replied Edwin; 
“ but there seems to be a good deal of ‘kid’ about some of 'em.” 


= 
“ am I obliged to commit myself, your honour?” asked a prisoner, 
who had just been asked a searching question. “ Oh, dear, no,” said 
the magistrate ; “I'll do that for you.” : 
[Commits him and refuses bail. 


* 

Unc Ee BorFin took out his tricycle, the other day, but owing 

to the hard frozen wheel ruts in the road he came to grief and wi. 

capsized. “Never mind, sir,” exclaimed a stranger, who had 

witnessed the accident and came to assist, “ you are not the first by 

many a thousand who has been knocked over through a cart-ridye." 
ss 


s 
“Iv was all very well for those niggers to grumble,” observed 
Mr. Penhecker, the other day, after he had been reading “Unele 
Tom’s Cabin” ; “but, considering how frequently a man was parted 
from his wife and sent hund of miles away, I don't see what 
they had to complain about, upon my word I don't. 
s-* 


. 
“HALLO, guv'nor!” shouted a chaffy dealer to the owner of a 
bare-tailed old screw at Croydon Fair, “how much for the old 
mare by the gross?" “What the something do you mean? said 
the owner, witha snarl. “Why, yer bound to sell her wholesale, 
ain’t yer? Yer can’t retail her, can yer?” 
-* 


s 
“] SHOULD think that speaker considers himself 
Quite the hub of the universe,” nee 
Said a naughty young man, who's a mischievous elf, 
To his friend who's a trifle worse. 


“Yes, indeed,” said the other, preparing for flight, 
“ He certainly thinks he’s admired. 
As to being a hub, no doubt he is right, . - 
For the fellows (felloes) all round seem fired. 
** 


s 
SLOPER begs to offer the following suggestions to his fashionab!« 
readers for the present inclement season :—Dinner dress—Square 
cut, with turpentine and oil; Ball dress—Low back and front, and 
linseed meal poultice sprinkled with mustard; bare arms, with 
hartshorn and oil; satin shoes; thin stockings and mustard fot 
bath; diamond and pear! eardrops, and cotton wool dipped in 
laudanum. *,¢ 

“ You know no more what the average man's been up to,” ¢on- 
tinued Mrs. Spillikins, “than what’s inside a Strasbourg sausive- 
If he goes up early in the morning to business, dressed shabbil’. 
depend upon it he's growing tired of wanting to look well in yout 
eyes. If he goes up smart he’s going to see somebody else. 
man’s only safe when he's fast asleep, and then very likely he = 
dreaming of the new governess. I hate ‘em all, that I do. 


“ALLY SLOPER’S ART UNION. 


The nert picture offered to the readers of “ALLY SLOPER'S HALF-HOLiDs\ 
is an oil painting by JOHN CHARLTON, measuring 50 in, x 40 in. tn a@ here! 
some gold frame, and entitled, 

& 
AT BA Y.?? hee 

All that has to be done is to make ONE APPLICATION ONLY, by sendin? 0” 
Envelope with this announcement inclosed, together with the Name and Address". 
the Applicant, any time before December 31st, 

Address—“ ALLY a ART UNION,” 
“THE SLOPERIES,” . 
99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 


©_* This Picture ts on View every Friday afternoon between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
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Saturday, December 28, 1889.) 
TOOTSIE’S BOXING DAY. 


——es 
voxtnG Day is a great institution, whatever anybody may sa 
the contrary. A worthy soul, however, ‘a0 eccouna ae 

oxing Day a 
hundreds and fifty 
years ago, was of 
quite a contrary 
opinion. 

“ By the time I 
was up,” he says, 
“my servants 
could do nothing 
but run to the 
door, and, inquir- 
ing the meaning, 
I was answei 
the people were 
come for their 


\ 


use I had laid 
out a t deal 
of ly money 


with my brewer, 
baker, and other 
tradesmen, they 
kindly thought it 
} my duty to pre- 
sent their ser- 
vants with some 
more money for 
the favour of hav- 
ing their goods. 
These were fol- 
lowed by the 
; wate! les, 
dustmen, and an innumerable tribe. I found it was the custom, 
and gave, among others, half a crown to the bellman for breaking 
uy rest for many nights together.” | 

In the evening, a friend took him toa neighbouring alehouse, 
where the merry boxers were assembled pasting owe astately piece 
of roast beef and a large plum-pudding. “When,” he continues, 
“the drink began to work, they fell to reckoning their several gains. 
One was called a stingy dog for giving but sixpence; another 
called an extravagant fool to give that which, perhaps, he might 
want before the year was out. So I found these people were never 
to be pleased. Presently their wives came on the scene, and “roundly 
abused the people for having given them the money ; and one good 
woman said if people had a mind to give charity they should send 
it home to their families.” Later on, the writer's friend took him 
to “the upper end of Piccadilly, where, up one pair of stairs over a 
stable,” he found 
oar a hundred 
persons “dancing 
tothe music of two 
sorry fiddles.” 
There, he says, 
were footmen, ser- 
vant-maids, butch- 
ers, apprentices, 
ovster and orange 
women,and shar 
ors. “ This horrid 
place seemed to be 
:complete nursery 
fur the gallows. 
lv friend in- 
formed me it was 
called a‘ threepen- 
nv hop.’ And while 
we were talking, 7 
to my great satis- 
faction, by order 
of the Westminster 
Justices, to their 
mortal honour, 
entered the con- 
siables and their 
assistants, who 
carried off all the 
company that 
was left, and, had 
not my friend 
been known tothem, we might have paid dear for our curiosity.” I 
can’t help thinking it was a pity that old party wasn’t taken too, and 
gota day or two's oakum picking, but perhaps I may be wrong. 

The Dook declares that I am too hard on the ancient party 
sated pee Snook has a natural leaning towards the fossilized and 
tibtewed, 

l'or my part, I am for the maintenance of good old fashions, and 
an glad to see that, though that ancient curmudgeon wrote that 
uouseuse all that while ago, Christmas boxes are still in fashion, 
wid Bob has had the common decency to send me a Tusca tea- 
sown, a& Morchioness dinner dress, a spécialité corset, and an 
extensive selection from Tucker and Widgery’s new hosiery. Mean- 
while, dropping into Short’s with Bob and Billy, after rehearsal, I 
suzgested that a little good old port wine for Ma and superior “ Un- 
sweetened ” for Poor 3 . might not be wholly inappropriate, a view 
waich the Prinea imperial who took the order, fully agreed 
with ; and, by the way, told 
me, in strict confidence, 
that he had recently mar- 
tied with full consent. 
Short’s wares don’t nowa- 
days require advertise- 
ment, but, if they did, what 
a good one could somehow 
be made by _re-editing 
Charles Dickens’ Punchand 
Judy showman’s famousad- 
vice to Little Nell of “ Cod- 
lin’s the friend, remember 
—not Short,” to what, of 
course, it always ought to 
have been,“ Short's the 
friend, remember—not Cod- 
lin, or any other man !” 

At the ‘appy ‘ome, Bat- 
tersea way, you may be 
sure the jinks commenced 
previous to Christmas con- 
tinue unabated ti!l and be- 
yond Boxing Day; we 
usually, on the last-men- 
tioned date, giving a 7hé 
Dansant (with muflins) to 
Bob, Billy, the Dook, and 
other broke and battered 
nobilities, and at which 
Lardi, Tottie and sister- 
hood assist, and make such 
lengthened toilets upstairs 
that poor Billy is generally dead asleep long before the festivities 
vven begin. But at the mention of something to eat, and drink 
too, of course, Billy pulls himself together and does his part 
Viliantly. Ma says at polishing off ribs of rabbits, drumsticks 
from the turkey, odds and ends of things generally, Billy is worth 
two Snatchers or Toddles. : # 

[A very Happy New Year to allof you, dears, with your Tootsie’s 
West love and , , ¢ « « « kisses. 


Tired of waiting. 
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ALLY SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY. 


TWENTY SLOPER 
KEYLESS WATCHES 


GIVEN AWAY EVERY WEEK 
To Purchasers of 


ALLY SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY, 


Oe 
Cut out and fill in the Label printed below, and post it to:— 
THE “SLOPER” WATCH DEPARTMENT, 
“ The Sloperies,” 
99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 


THE * SLOPER’ wr 
COMPETITION. “c= 


“* Ally Sloper’s Half-Holiday,” December 28th, 1889. 


Name___ 
Address .. 


Occupation, if any... 


How many times applied .... 


How one a Purchaser of 
the “‘Half-Holiday”’ i 


The List for this week's Competition will close on Wednesday 
evening next, January lst, 1890. The Result of the Competition of 
December 21st, 1889, will be published inthe“ HaALF-HOLIDAY " for 


January 4th, 1890. 
177th WEEK. 
RESULT OF DECEMBER 14th COMPETITION. 


The following Twenty Applicants have been awarded 
““SLOPEBR” WATCHES: 


1. JOHN WESTON, Grocer, 26 Wastdale Road, Forest Hill. Age, 20 
Subscriber—from No. 2. EONDON. 
2. WILL STYLES, Comedian, 17 Broad Street, Golden Square. Age, 26 
Subscriber—since No. 9. LONDON. 
3. FRANK HARPER, Signalman, Metropolitan Railway, 28 Frederick Street, 
Caledonian Road. Age, 29 years. Subscriber—4 years, 16 weeks. 
LONDON. 
4. WILLIAM SCOTT, Commercial Traveller, “Lorne Hotel.” Age, 29 
Subscriber—since May, 1885. BERWICK-ON-TWEED. 
5. JN. HOEDLAND, Colly Clerk, Harrison Road. Age, i9 years. Suhscriber— 
5 can 5 weeks. BLOXWICH. 
6. NEL OSMOND, Governess, Torgleside, Park Road. Age, 19 years. Sub- 
ber: BURGESS HILL. 


Sc: years. 
7, WILLIAM B. PARKER, Timber Measurer, 1 Ellen Street, Newtown. Age, 
51 years. Subscriber—5 years. CARDIFF. 
8 ROBERT ROSE, Waterman, 215 Grove Street. Age, 31 years. Subscriber 
—5 years. DEPTFORD. 
9. GEOFFREY JOHN CHILDE, Signalman, Maiden Newton. Age, 42 
Subscriber—since 1885, DORCHESTER. 
10. CHARLES WIGHTON, Clerk, 44 North Street. Age, 16 years. Subscriber 
—since May, 1885. FORFAR. 
11. JAMES MACLEOD, Clerk, 366 New City Road. Age, 30 years. Subscriber 
ths. GLASGOW. 


4 years, 3 mont 
12. JOHN SHAW, Foreman, Thrumpton. Age, 40 years. Subscriber—4 

35 weeks. Near KEGWORTH. 
13, WILLIE BAMFORD, Porter, 12 Church Fields. Aged, 17 years. Subscriber 


—-4 vears, 38 weeks. MARGATE. 
14. HENRY HART, Ironmonger’s Assistant, 5 Exchange Street. Age, 31 years. 
Subscriber—4 ari 8 months, NORWICH. 
15. JOHN COLLIS, Tailor’s Boy, 26 Raleigh Road. Age, 16 years. Subscriber 
—over 44 years. RICHMOND. 
16. STEPHEN ABBOT, William Street, Middleston Moor. Age, 21 vears, 
8 riber—from No. 3. Near SPENNY MOOR. 


ubse: . 
17. ARNOLD C. NEWTON, Surveyor, Borough Engineer's Office, East Cross 
Street. Age, 18 years. Subscriber—since commencement. 
SUNDERLAND. 
18 LUTHER WILLIAM WICKENS, Steward, Conservative Club. Age, 26 
ears. Subscriber—4 years, 48 weeks, 
19. GEORGE DAVIS, Sergeant, Rifle Depot. Age, 36 years. Subscriber—since 
WINCHESTER. 


1884, 
20. H. MUMMERY, Clerk, Post Office. Age, 18 years. Subscriber—3 years, 44 
weel ‘WYE. 


SLOPER’S SOCIAL SONNETS. 
No. 62.—THE CHRISTMAS-BOX GIVER, 


LISTEN !—what a shower of knocks! 
Another wants a Christmas-box. 

It makes me laugh, it does, indeed, 
To listen while the beggars plead. 


I owe money here and there— 

My accounts are far from square ; 
Poverty—J know its ills; 

I've got a stock of Christmas bills. 


Yet because a house have I. 

*Pon me the “boxers” needs must try— 

LL tepptacela plarares PR preerp ry too, 

They wrong me, indeed they do. 

In my kitchen, by next week, 

Role man bey beat to nek; 
moking pipe and drinking a 

Stuck there for a “bill of sale.” 

The County Courts well know my name, 
.oan oftices they do the same; 

My very silver watch has gone, 

My gold was long ago in pawn. 

Yet “ rat-tat " at my front door, 

See the “ boxers” come galore ; 

The baker's man—the butcher's lad— 

Oh, lor! it's really, sir, too bad. 


My youngster. too, now feelings shocks— 
“ Ain't I to have a Christmas-box ?” 

The festive season my mind does rack— 
Oh, don’t I wish the summer back. 


Knock, knock, knock! and rat-tat-tat ! 
It makes my heart go pit-a-pat : 

If it was not orthodox 

I'd cuss the precious Christmas-box. 


VWOuUR CHARACTER TOLD. 


For the Benefit of the Readers of “ ALLY SLOVER'S HALP-HOLIDAY,” the ser- 
vices of a Grapholorist of yreat skill and talent have been enjyased, Readers 
desiring a delineation of their character must send a letter of moderate lenjth, 
signed with the usual signature, and accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope 
(with the writer's own address). All letters must be directed to—- 

“ALLY SLOPER'S GRAPHOLOGIST,” 
“THE SLOPERIES,” 
99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 

Answers will be posted direct to the addresses giren on Envelope, No notice will 
be taken of anu communication not complying with the above requlations. 

Answers cannot be guarunteed within Jourtcen duys, but will be sorwarded as 


1 early as possible. 
. 


FST en ry peers se gees 
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A PUDDING MAKER. 


ea 
You shouldn't talk too much about luck in this wicked world 
There's not so much luck about as you thiuk for. What's the fact 


that some folks, 
So a Libera ane 
= WPA, Ye 
. ¥ ¥ OPS 
v 


whoare quite square, 
ear et, 


can yet manage to 24- 
work themselves © 
into the round holes. >; 

“Jane wasa lucky _.% 
girl,” that’s what 
you would have said. 

I should have said, 
“Jane's a dear, sen- 
sible, little rascal, 
who properly kuows 
her way about. Care- 
ful and smart; not 
high falutin', but 
lively and all that.” 

And Charley 
Jones thought so 
too. He had met 
her with her sister 
Susie on the Graves- 
end boat. They had 
listened tothe cornet 
and harp playing, 
“Fresh, Fresh as 
the Morning.” 

He had spoken to 
them, and they had 
tea'd and shrim 
it together. nd 
then he swung Jane 
in a swing. 

He was not much 
in the poetic line, but when he got home he sat down and tried to 
_— - thyme to “ankle,” only he couldn't get any further than 

le. 

“Yet I love that girl,” he said to himself, thinking of Jane. “I 
love that girl to that extent that I believe I'd sooner eat a pair of 
her boot heels any morning for breakfast than a pair of kippers.” 

But he was a ractical young man, and not at all a cannibal, 

I love you, Jane,” he said, one night, beneath the light of the 
street lamp. “ Let us be one.’ 

And they were one very soon after that. 

Susie, too, mauaged to get married to somebody else about the 
game time. 

Now, both these girls had expectations from Uncle Bouncer, in 
the oil and colour way. 

“You shall both of you dine with me on Christmas Day,” he 
said ; “but you shall find the puddens. A pudden each. On the 
success of them there puddens depends more than you think on.” 

Uncle Bouncer was not an educated man. He was a good deal 
better. e had a 
bit of money by 
him. Jane and 
Susie were good 
girls in their way ; 
yet etill, for all 
that, they had 
tolerably cool 
“re on the main 
chance. Money 
is a handy thing, 
even at Christmas 
time. Dear little 
things ! they both 
would have liked 
to please dear 
Uncle Bouncer. I 
don’t know that 
either of them 
would have very 
indignantly re- 
fused a cheque 
had he offered it 
to her. 

They both set 
to work making 
their “ puddens” 
in Jane's kitchen. 

It was very nice 
indeed to see the 
dear, innocent, 
little creatures, 


He swung Jane in a swing. 


YU." 
YY CGH fyi) 


Making their “puddens.” 


with their sleeves rolled up high on their arms. 

Says Jane, “I'm always awfully particular about my plums, so T 
wash them all myself—and I wouldn't so much as have a stone in 
them on any account.” 

Now, Susie, | am deeply grieved to say, was not nearly so par- 
ticular as all this. s 

“I take things as they come,” said that naughty little woman ; “ if 
I've a atone in the plums after I've cleaned ‘em, well I_ pick it out. 
But I don’t go Ronling for them like lions in African deserts.” 

This seemed almost blasphemy to Jane, who was a vner in every- 
thing in the cooking line. , 

“ Talways go through my plums afterwards,” she said. 

The Christmas Day came off, or rather came on, and Uncle 
Bouncer had had the best of everything, and perhaps was a little 
on himself. 

“Now for these precious trial puddens,” said uncle dear. 
Nobody minded hzs saying oo instead of puddings. 

Then, with a solemn look he, so to speak, flew at Jane’s sample 
“pudden.” Smiles went over his face like clockwork. He had a 
nip of brandy. 

Now for Su- 
sie's.” He had a 
go at that! 

“Oh, lor’! Oh, 
my!” There was 
a sharp cracking 
sound. Uncle 
Bouncer’ had 
actually split his 
false teeth over a 
great piece of grit 
that was in Su- 
sie’s. The lan- 

ge that Uncie 
ouncer used was 
more than enough 
to make your hair 
stand on end. 

It would have 
almost made_ it 
come off alto- 
vether. Susie shed 


“TP ileut you off 
with a shillin’,” 
he said. He kept 
his word. Her 
husband is now 
very hard up. 

ane and_ her_ 
husband 
flourished. In course of time Uncle Bouncer died and left them a 
good pile. The moral of this is, that even when you make Chrict- 
mas puddens, make ‘cia properly, and dunt miud a little (rouble. 


“TI cut you off with a shillin’.” 


hy ME a PS A 


412 ALLY SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY. (Saturday, December 28, 1689 


B SLOPER'S SECRET CAMERA. | . 
, y } a [ eh, 
4 


| de 
aN Nuy / 


We talk about the male sex being fond of their glass, 


A CHRISTMAS WAIT. 


| but what odds against the females when in the sanctity No, 27.— Ye good old bobby. And the old nurse has the check to wait forherturnto | 5 of 
i ; by SLOPER'S instan- Gent (facetiously). Now, then, old boy, surely a man of your weight should lead tle way, 
Siemghenevapr di Why, they would lick the men things hod pont across the muddy road. Photographed from life, by Old Gentleman. Right, young man, I am 8 good wait and shall do so now. Go ahewt. 
TOOTSIE’S FRIENDS. | DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE INTERVIEWED BY A. SLOPER.—MR. ALFRED MALTBY. 


, 
| 


He 
very bi 


show ? 


froma 


do sigh 


! 
| | \ ‘i ‘ a of the 


| 


(1). A. SLOPER bonnded forward to salate Mr. Alfred Maltby in rollicking-hail-fellow-brother-to-brotherly-oh-you-sly-doggish manner.——(2). Which that admirable actor 


NO. —. NN 
No, 110.—Misé MINNIE PALMER, was not slow to return ina like spirit.——(8). “And how is your charming daughter, Tootsie? Pretty soul!" “ You must come and see her in the Pas de Trois—and tliat 


“She is my sweetheart.” —The Dook Snook. reminds me, I have something to show you.” “Not the evening paper? Don't say it’s the evening paper!” “No, a work of art.” Here A. SLOPER produced, with a flourish, 
“TI love her more than all the world, she's dearer far than life.” an album containing portraits of all the Friv. girls, Solemn silence followed, except when broken by the murmured words, “ Pretty souls!” now and again floating in the air. 
—Lord Bob, —(4). In dne course A. SLOPER thought it was about time a gentle hint might be thrown out that he was athirst. “A long and dry walk from Battersea, Mr. Maltby ; I'm 
“That all must love thee who behold thee, 1 positively quite exhs usted.” “ Naturally ; sit down.” A. SLOPER would have liked it better if Mr. Maltby had confined his farcical comedy business to the stage.-—(5). AS 
2 surely experience the first grey light of dawn glimmered in the east, an old, old man might have been observed, garnished with Mr. Maltby’s false nose (vide end of Act IT.), and babbling about De Sm 
must have taught. -The Hon. Billy. giving somebody Pink Domino, wending his way painfully homeward, guided only by the sound of yelping that rose in fitful gusts from the Home for Lost Dogs. headed 5 
— -—-— - — ——______ ——- with hin 
‘ Was a Ve 
Hit ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF THE ELDER. Thom 
a} TOs 2 ae 
| 
‘ 
| } | 
' 
bien 
ae | 
-_ 
| i 
Y 
| ( 
Th ina ‘é % : ‘ She tt 
1. This cheerful individual has beca “sivlowing” the Elder in his 2, And McParritch said,“ What's this? T suppose that deovil wants the Elder 3, “ Tak’ that!" said Tammie, as he concertinared the mysterious ane's hat (revealing the interesti 


1 daily walks lately. to subscribe tee a raille, or something.” Laird). “Dang me, Elder, if it isna’ the little wasp cum back again like a pestilence.” 
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d the way, 
r0 ahewd. 


3Y. 


SS ) f. Bi 


Rego -wtlug beabceal. i" 


Exhilsibiog - of 
Mumorous ° & eGrobesquce 
rae 4 


OUR WEEKLY WHIRLIGIG. 


Here we are, friends, midway between Merry Christmas and that sone sepronats, the gay New Year! It is, perhaps, well there is a week's interval between the two festivals, or it would bea 
very bad look out indeed for some of us r earthworms, I fancy. Business is busin eres ,80 on we go.—The sneezing fiend, with haughty stride, Does even Royalty deride :—A grotesque Art 
show? Hallo, here! A rival show ‘twill prove, I fear :—Fuur parents claimed the little child—Two mothers !—what ?—well, draw it mild :—This g(h)astly vision, which we see, The stokers caused 
from work to flee:—The Toy Show great success has gained, And many playthings hath obtained :—Quoth Mr. Bull,“ I can with ease Give you a licking, 80 don't tease” :—Two females, who for fame 
do sigh, To beat the record now will try.—There, that's done! I’ve not been long in polishing off that little lot, have 1? What think you all of the strike? Rather hard on the wives and children 

of the strikers, don’t you think? An unfortunate affair altogether. That an amicable arrangement will be arrived at before long is the sincere wish of ——THE SLOPERIAN SHOWMAN. 


A SALVE FOR HIS CONSCIENCE. 


able actor 


-and that || 
a flourish, 
in the air. ANA | 
Itby ; Tm | | 
—(5). As i} | | 
ing about De Smyth (at literary reception). Who is that tall, spectacled, hald- | | 

headel gentleman yonder? I have been discussing mining affairs I } 

with him, and he agree! with me that Blowitoff's work on the subject | }! 

Was a very stupid affair. 3 

Thompson. Im sure he ought to know. He's Blowitoff. 
—— yy 
? 
“ How horrid this rain is! I really do believe you brougbt me out | 

A) this morning on What the use of you buy- 


purpose to get wet. was 
ing that weather-glass if it doesn't tell you when it's going to rain?” i 


MAS and 
k New 


~ 


THE VILLAIN OF THE PIECE. 
(Private Theatricals,) 


She. Don't you notice that those boys are snowballing you, dear? Why don't you drive them 
off ? 


She thinks ionue at the shops at this time of the year is most Captain Plunkimgn. Not for the world, my love, not for the world. I shall be able to boast now Poor chap, he is one of the meckest, kindest bearted cusses in the 
interesting, and everything so ridiculously cheap. that I've been under fire without feeling such an awful liar, don't you know. world off the stage, 


ROM HER POINT OF VIEW. 
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ALLY-CAMPANE. 
os 
ALLY ON BOXING DAY. 
_ THe Eminent isa strong believer in upholding time honoured 
institutions, and in his humble opinion Boxing Day is, perhaps, the 
one of all others that should be upheld the most. At the same time 
it has its drawbacks. The frequent visits of the butcher, the pust- 


man and the sweep on that day invariably place the oofless and 
Yuletidive Pongist ina very embarrassing position. At least, that 
is A. SLOPER'S experience, and we think we are not transgressing 
the rules which govern good taste, or had taste—very bad taste of 
the Christmas Day, when we say the F.0.M. is not unique in this 
respect. This year, to avoid unpleasantness, the Ruin spent the 
whole day in bed, and gave strict instructions to Alexandry to sa 

to everyone calling for a Christmas Box that :—Commencing wie 
the “Havr-Houipay” for August 3rd, 1889, cut out the first para- 
graph in “Ally-Campane” from each week's paper, and keep the 
cuttings by you until January 25th, 1890, when you will have twenty- 
six in your possession. Then post the twenty-six cuttings, with your 
name and address, to “Sloper’s £500 Competition,” “THE 
SLOPERIES,” 99 SHOE LANE, FLEET STREET, |.ONDON, E.C., and 
look in an early Number for the name and address of the lucky 
winner of the £500. Don’t post any of the cuttings until you 
have the twenty-six—that is, one from each week's “ HALF-HOLI- 
DAY,” commencing August 3rd, 1889, and ending January 25th, 1890, 
In case you lose any of your cuttings, back numbers are kept in 
stock, which may be had through any newsagent or railway stall, 
tee one penny, or, post-free, three halfpence, direct from “The 


loperies. 
A MUTUAL ADVANTAGE. 

The circulation of “ALLY SLOPER'’s HALF-HOLIDAY” is now 
considerably over three hundred and forty thousand copies weekly, 
and if, by January 25th, 189), it should reach four hundred thou- 
sand copies, in addition to the &500 above mentioned, £1,000 
will be given, in [wenty Consolation Prizes of £50 each, to twenty 
unsuccessful Competitors in the £500 Competition. You seem to 
think that, because “ ALLY SLOPER’s CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS ” has 
been such a go, the Eminent ought to give Christmas Boses to all 
who asks. What nonsense! In wassil bowl alone A. SLOPER has 
spent a fortune, and in view of this £500 Competition coming on, 

ere is a chance of still more liquidation. 


= 

SHE was an opera dancer, and her doctor had brought her safely 
through a long illness. Of course she was thankful to him, so he, 
expressing a wish to send his 
family, six in all, to Nantes, 
the fair danseuse offered to 
secure him the tickets at half 
price. This offer the medico 
at once accepted, and his fair 
friend took six tickets at half 
fare. All very [ges so far; 
but it appears that when the 
family arrived at Nantes they 
were arrested, the heroine of 
this story having booked 
them as Madame , and 
Co. The sequel was that 200 
francs had to be paid before 
the physician's family could 
be released. That young lady 
is now being searched for far 
and wide. « « 

* 


AN ingenious set piece for 
Christmas is the result of the 
labours of F. B. Harpham. 
It is thoroughly artistic, and 
depicts the Sloperian Family 
Orrin | from a journey to 
Mildew Court in a four-in-hand. Crowds congregate to see it, and 
complimentary remarks are numerous, 


- . . * 

Now that Christmas time is here, and that besides the numerous 
host of Londoners bent on amusement, the great army of country 
eousins is in town, and with the usual marvellous activity of the 
species, are bent upon 
seeing all that is worth 
seeing in about half the 
time it would occupy 
any ordinary individual, 
we cannot take a more 
fitting opportunity to 
speak in praise of the 
entertainment — offered 
twice a day at St. 
George's Hall, by the 
German Reed Company. 
The programme opens 
with a most charmin 
little operetta, entitled 
The Verger,in which the 
talented little company 
acquit themselves so 
creditably as to win tue 
multuous applause even 
from the somewhat apa- 
thetic St. George's Hall 
-audiences, Mr, Alfred 
i sri pillar 
lis hearers by his quaint 
Fa, conception of the title 
= - role. The Verger will 
~~ commend itself to all 
~ lovers of music, many of 

the numbers being of 
Ly merit. The entertainment concludes with a musical sketch, 
“XA Family Party,” given in his usual inimitable style, by the 
talented author and composer of it, Mr. Corney Grain, F.0.S, 


SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY: 


ALLY 

WE are now in the midst of the festive season, and balls are as 
numerous as goozeberries in the mouth of June. Lu our humble 
opinion there is nothing more 
attractive to the eye than a fancy 
dress ball, where the Queen (in cos- 
tume) hobnobs with the humble 
though pretty milkmaid, and the 
King fraternises with the jovial 
Jack Tar. A pretty picture they 
make as the soft colours b end 
together and glide smoothly round 
the room, and many a heart has 
been lost and won through the 
medium of an extremely pretty and 
interesting costume, and hundreds 
more will undoubtedly be lost and 
won during the present season of 
balls and parties. | 


= 

OLD 1889 is sinking fast; there 
is very little breath left in his poor 
old body now. Good-bye, old 1889! 
No doubt you've done your best, 
and in a day or two you will have 
gone to join younger years, many 
of whom some of us would like to 
forget altogether. To sume 1389 
has been a g friend, to other: a 
very bad one, and now, during the 
last hours of his life, he thinks it 
well to let everyone know the real 
coldness of his nature. Think, kind 
readers, of the pain this old 1889 is 
iving to the poor hungry ones, and 
et us help to checkmate him as 
much as we can by subscribing to 
“Ally Sloper’s Poor Relief Fund.” Every little helps, and if any 
of you doubt the good your subscriptions do, please come to “ The 
Sloperies,” any Saturday afternoon, and see for yourselves poor, 
sad, and broken hearts leave, gladdened and cheered by your 
goeeronsty once more. Good-bye, old 1889, and may young 1890 
ring health and happiness to those who possess neither, is the 
heartfelt wish of ALLY SLOPER. | 


. 

Messrs. CHARLES GOODALL AND Soy, the well known playing- 
card makers, advertise several seasonable novelties in the shape of 
card games for children, juvenile invitation cards, and note paper 
and puzzles, which are sure, from their merit, to command a large 
sale. Cremer, junr.’s crackers are distinctly novel, and any of our 
readers desirous of investing in these seasonable productions 
should not fail to pay a visit to his Regent Street warchouse. 


s 

THE Eminent, as our readers are doubtless aware, is distinctly in 
favour of most of the time-honoured institutions appertaining to 
the festive season ; “ Kiss 
in the Ring” and “ Hunt 
the Slipper” especially 
commending themselves 
to the Ancient Fabric. 
But there is one exception, 
and that is the custom 0 
giving Christmas boxes to 
tradespeople. A. SLOPER 
thinks, and naturally 
enough, too, that the 
tradespeople ought to 
present him with tokens 
of their regard instead. 
’Tis true that the haughty 
rveyor of meat to the 
loperian household was 
heard to remark that 
“Something might a-bin 
done if that bald headed 
old impostor had made 
the least possible attempt 
to settle the bill” ; but he 
and the grocer were the 
only exceptions. The 
sweep, the cats-meat man, 
the baker, the milkman, 
the turncock, and a host 
of others, annually besiege 
Mildew Court for the pur- . 
pose of extracting oof from the Eminent. This year he has struck, 
and. Sp to the hour of going to press, the strike committee informs 
us that there is no prospect of an amicable understanding between 
capital (?) and labour (?); but that, in the end, it is confident 

of victory. *\° 


THIS being the last number of the “ HALF-HOLIDAY” that 1889 
will ever see, the Friend of Man thinks the opportunity a fitting 
one to thank the world for purchasing his “CHRISTMAS HOoLIDAYs ” 
to the extent they have. It would be childish bashfulness to sa 
that he didn’t think it deserved the popularity it has attained. 
Most unblushingly he thinks it does: at the same time the out- 
powioss ofa grateful heart, ps pe on with frequent libations, must 

nd an outlet. The profits on the sale of half a million copies has 

laced the Tottering Edifice in a position to buy a new pair of bags 
‘or himself, while Boulanger Shakebacon and Ginetta Margarine 
stand a very good chance of being breech d in the early Spring. 
This shows what wealth can do! 2 
* 

HERE you are, ladies! A nice peregra h to read while on a rail- 
way journey, or toasting your feet by the fire. The newest veil from 
Paris is called le grain 
de beauté. It is made 
of exceedingly fine 
tulle, with two or three 
round spots of black 
chenille. The spots are 
so arranged that when 
the almost invisible veil 
is worn one rests near 
the eye, one on the left 
side of the chin, and 
one above the lip, and 
soresemble the “ beauty 
spots ” of the powdered 
beauties of olden days 
—hence tke name. 
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WE have received a 
terrible story from 
Oxgood, an Indiana 
town. A respectable 
citizen named Bishop, 
owing to J. B, Dobson's 
treatment of his daugh- 
ter—the latter's wife— 
induced her to return 
home. This enraged 
Dobson, who armed 
himself with a revolver 
and fired five shots 
through a window of 
Bishop's house, without 
any result. Maddened with drink he then set fire to the house and 
barn, but the flames were extinguished before any serious damage 
was done. Dobson then tried fo effect his escape, but was inter- 
cepted by Bishop, who beat his sou-in-law’s brains out with an axe, 
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A CHRONICLE OF CURIOUS EVENTS, 
A CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 41h, 1590, 
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29th December, 1885.—On this day it was reported trot, 
Bedminster Workhouse, at Bourton, near Bristol, that a little by 
of ten had been brought there on Christus Eve ina state of es. 
haustion through cold and hunger. The boy said that on the Ist), 
instant he had spent his school money and feared to go hone, 
Some boys in the People’s Park, Ashton, pushed him iuto a strean, 
there. He got out, and the night being bitterly cold, crept throug) 
an opening in an elm in a field near by and let himself down jini, 
the hollow of the trunk. He took off his wet shoes and stockings 
and during the night he went to sleep. Next moorelng Bis feet Were 
so bad he could not use them to climb out again. No one heard 
him and he dozed off again in an exhausted state. His misery 
from cold, hunger and thirst continued for six days. : 

29th December, 1809.—William Ewart Gladstone was born this 
day at Liverpool. Heisthe fourth son of Sir John Gladstone, Bart, 
a Liverpool merchant, Hare taken a high degree at Oxford, |). 
entered public life at twenty-three years of age as a Conservative 
member for Newark. 


80th December, 1828.—A curious circumstance is reported 
this day as having occurred at the theatre at Toulon. The actors, 
having concluded the tragedy of Regulus, were about to commence 
the play of Zartuffe, but the conclusion of the tragedy being rather 
abrupt, the audience could not conceive that it was completely 
over, and insisted upon its being continued. It was not until the 
manager had fully explained to them, in a speech which lasted 
twenty minutes, that the whole of the tragedy had been acted, 
that they would allow the performance of Zartuffe to bogie 

30th mber, 1827.—This night the inhabitants of Lancaster 
were surprised by Searing the church bells ring a merry peal, 
and on inquiry being made, it was found that they were ring. 
ing to celebrate the release of a person from the hulks, who had 
been sentenced to be transpor for seven years, The church- 
wardens, in consequence, dismissed the ringers. 

30th December, 1691.—The philosophical Boyle, who died this day, 
had a strong aversion to the sound of water running through a pipe, 


31st December, 1O87.—Sereapbores were telegraphs similar 
to the moderu railway signal posts. hey consisted of a mast with 
two or more arms, each of which could be made to proses on either 
side of the mast. and at any required angle. By the combinations 
thus formed a message might be sent in clear weather. The last 
message sent in England by semaphore was dispatched from Lon- 
don to Portsmouth on the above date. From that time the electric 
telegraph has superseded it. — ; : ; 

3lst A eceni ber, 1788.—This day, Bill Warr, of Bristol, fouglt 
Wood, the coachman, at Navestock, Essex. It snowed incessantly 
during the combat, yet “the ardour of the combatants was not 
chilled, nor the curleety of the spectators damped.” In five 
minutes after setting to, Warr succeeded in closing Wood's right 
eye, yet he continued to fight for half an hour with astonishing 
firmness, until Warr got some heavy hits in succession on the 
other eye, when W: was forced to yield the victory. 


lst January, 1887.—William Bowen, a white-haired old 
man, appeared this day before Sir Thomas. Owden to answer an 
adjourned summons for delaying his omnibus for a longer time 
than necessary for taking up or setting down passengers, The 
summons had been adjourned in consequence of the defendant 
being ill—Mr. Youl (the clerk): The defendant is a very old 
omnibus conductor, sir.— Defendant: Yes ; I have been nearly fifty 
-ears on an omnibus in the streets of London.—Sir Thomas Owden : 
i wonder you keep to it.— Defendant: I would be very glad to get 
out of it if I could get ‘anything else to do, but I cannot.—Sir 
Thomas Owden: What was the matter with you that you did not 
appear last week ?—Defendant : I was laid up with fractured ribs. 
Thad been knocked off my omnibus Py a cab, and had several ribs 
fractured.—Sir Thomas Owden: “Well, I don't think I will fin 
you now. You have been ill, and it is Christmas time. The 
summons will be withdrawn.— Defendant : Thank you, sir; anda 
happy new year to you, and each and every one of you. 
asa A re aN nl a ea ae 


2nd Jan 


uary, 1794.—Barbara Snelgrove, more generally 
known as “Granny Bab,” died this day at Barnstable, in Devon- 
shire, in her 96th year. Till within a few days of her death, she 
was able to walk to and from the seat of Lord Fortescue, nearly 
twelve miles distant. She had been, and continued to be till she 
was upwards of 94, the most noted poacher in that part of the 
country, and frequently boasted of selling to gentlemen fish taken 
from out of their own ponds. Her coffin and shroud she had pur- 
chased and kept in her apartment more than twenty years. 
2nd January, 1828—This evening a basket, with its content:, 
neatly cove with a napkin, was left at the house of a gentleman 
in Park Street, Bristol, by a well dressed young man, The servant 
took it into the parlour, and, to the astonishment of the family. it 
contained a sleeping infant about three days old. The child was 
taken to St. Peter's Hospital, “but as yet its unfeeling parent has 
not been discovered.” 


See pee 
8rd January, 1803.—Douglas Jerrold was born this day- 
It is worth while to note the succession of the celebrated jokers 01 
London before Jerrold. The series begins with King Charles !!.. 
to whom succeeded the Earl of Dorset, after whom came the Earl 
of Chesterfield, who left his mantle to George Selwyn, whose suc: 
cessor was a man he detested, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, after 
whom was Jekyl, then Theodore Hook, whose successor was 
Jerrold: eight in all during a term of nearly 200 years. 
8rd January, 1858.—Madame Rachel, the French tragic actress. 
died this day, aged 38. oh 
3rd January, 1828.—A venerable entleman of Shrewsbury bought 
two shares in the Government Tontine, in the year 1794. The 
original cost was £100 each. On this day he received the remt- 
tance of £567 19s. 6d. as his annuity for one year. ; 
ee a ee a el ee 
4th January, 1710.—That the halfpenny post is not so great 
a novelty as is generally sup , may be seen from the following 
advertisement, which appeared in the Daily Courant of the —_ 
date :—“ Whereas a person in some Distress sent a letter by i 
Half-penny Carriage on Monday night last, directed to a Gent e- 
woman in Marlborough Street, he is desired to send another ae T, 
and where he may be spoke with, and Care will be taken to his 
Content.” S 1 
4th January, 1859.—This day, at Agecroft Colliery, Pendlebury. 
near Manchester, the cage bringing seven workmen up the an ‘ 
came into collision with the gearing over the pit mouth, and ub 
down the shaft, a distance of 1,080 feet. All its occupants wert 
killed on the spot. ; sad this 
4th January, 1863.—Charles Dance, dramatic author, died th 
day, aged sixty-nine. : eat 
4th January, 1875.—This day a triple execution took ~~ a 
Liverpool—Mulan and McCavan fora murderous assault on eagi 
Morgan: and Worthington, master of a canal boat, for kicking hi 
wife to death. 


ALLY SLOPER’S 
FREE LIFE INSURANCE. 


£150 will be paid by MR. GILBERT DALZIEL, the mi 
prictor of © ALLY SLOPER'S Har-Houipay,” ¢¢ ay 
newt-of-kin of any Man, Woman, Boy, or Girl (Railway ap ey 
on duty pact Sot who should happen to meet with his or her ¢ ee 
ina Raduny Accident, in any part of the United King: oe 
PROVIDED a copy of the current iasue of “ ALLY SLOPERS hn wit 
Houipay" is found upon the Deceased at the time of the Acewern” 
“ ALLY SLOPER'S HALF-HOLIDAY” is published ever Laser 
movning at 10 o'clock, and the Insurance lasts one week from 

time, expiring at 10 o'clock the following Thursday morning. 
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8, 1889, 
ae Saturday, December 28, 1889) ALLY SLOPER'’S HALF-HOLIDAY. 
NTS, 
cae NEW YEAR-NINGS. THE EDITOR’S LETTER-BOX. 
2 —_—s 
rted from Poa aa ~, OLD Eighty-nine is about to *4* It has come to the knowledye of A. SLoPER, Esq., F.O.M., that 
little buy ~ Dent be mynd ) quit, : there are those who doubt the genuineness of the Letters published 
late of cm onh hlll 1990” ) And I, young Ninety, am | from numerous celebrities acknowledging the receipt of his 
D the Isth = a? here ; . ? “AWARD OF MERIT.” A, SLOPER, Esq., T.W.M., wishcs to assure 
£0 hone. \ am But, good Slo, rites all, with his patrons that every letter that has been published under the title 
) @ strear, = alarm don't flit— of “THE Epitor’s LETTER-Box” is bord Jide, and a Prize of 
t throug); There's really no cause | £100 and the “AWARD OF MERIT" itself will be given to anyone 
own ea for fear, who can proce the contrary, 
stocking. I won't hurt you if you don't 
feet were hurt me, ALHAMBRA THEATRE OF VARIETIES, December 5th, 1889, 
ne heard But 'twere well, I beg to DEAR ALLY,—I haf received your beautiful diploma eizht days 
is misery State, ago. | do not write the English tongue easy, or should answer 
’ If you (it is needful for some, before, to tank you very much for it. do not much likes your 
born this you'll agree) jin, but I vill try to lift a bottle mit you afters my performances 
me Bart , fuk Aid new leaves, by my | at ze Alhambra any evenink.—Yours, ete.. EUGEN SAN DOW, 
Xford, he » TT” 0 — 
pervaticn And start with a nice 
Servativ: clean slate, PRIZE CO PETITION. 
Teported Take my advice, though I’m | &£1:1:0 and the “SLOPER AWARD OF MERIT” have been 
@ actors, Ay ) buta bor, presented to 
cues ‘ FX, What's’ what I already ALFRED N. BLANCHARD, care of “Undertakers’ Journal,” 
a 1€) . 7 i f 
plane And I'm sure that life you'll better enjoy 115 Finsbury Pavement, London, E.C., 
ual the a If you "chuck ” oid One = Sor the Best Criticism, limited to 30 Lines ( printed hereunder) on 
h lasted are ki & cat, and he'd do the same ’ ” 
n acted, saith you—if so on him wait “ALLY SLOPER’S CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 
n. on't gi y tot i : ; . . 
ancaster Be merr like tnd and, eindases Coad calls, ONCE bagels the Christmas Number comes from out “The Sloperies'” 
Ls Peal, tart like me—with a nice clean slate. Filled with spicy-nicey reading—fuller, better than before— 
who hed ee ees of pied berger Weta of pathos, lors to bring ; 
: ales alike to suit a peasant, nobleman, or e’en a king. 
church UN K IN D OF H ER. . The story most pathetic in its pages found, I ween, * 
this day “T HEAR Mrs, Quiverful is going to be married again,” spitefully Is the touching tale, in verse told, named “The Transformation 
h api] 9 remarked Miss Single. “Let me see, this will make her fifth, won't ee 
4 Pipe, it: “Dear me!” exclaimed Miss Spinster. “Has she had so Of a certain little maiden—her age was under ten— 
s similar mainyv?) Well, ber I must say she has been remarkably wasteful | Who laments, this present Yuletide, of the pantomimes past, when 
ast With ol husbands, considering how scarce they are.” She Pad danced in children’s ballets, on “Old Drury’s” famous 
ane — Se 8 
an Each Week's Competition Complete in Itself. Bringing home to strickened mother, week by week, her little 
The last ioards, : 
Lens Such a help to that poor household. through the winter long and 
clears J SLOPER’S WEEKLY PRESENTS. chill. , 
pearance ee aren My play no longer, end she lies a starved and ill. 
fougl; Th. Brtp . 5 v ut rushing off at tangent (‘tis the poet’s usual way), 
matt 2 ke FP Bei vs of wes bd ie! are d oe Substantial Pp eee miorsy We pass this tale of sorrow, reading on from “grave to gay,” 
peas crery week to Purchasers of “ ALLY SLOPER'S H ALF-HOLIDAY And we smile at that McAwfu’, the Meenister as well 
el wm toa Lady, and one toa Gentleman, All that has to be done I have seen him in the “ Weekly,” though when I cannot tell) 
ates wtocut aut and sill inthe Label printed below, expressing a wish nee again, for music lovers, here's the “ Pas de Trois,” by Lutz, 
misting “what the Applicant is in want of,” and post it'to:— Writ in valse time (simply charming), suiting clowns or funera 
on the ALLY'S “ PRESENT” DEPARTMENT, mutes, 
“Th spice” Nor are the “ potes” forgotten, for we find the “Balm of Life” 
The Sloperics, That should make our Christmas holidays with pure amusement 
arr 99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. rife. y B 
wer an *," Applicants must write distinctly in left-hand corner of | But the grandest, prettiest thing of all is the thought of OTHERs’ 
rr time Encelope whether it is a Lady or Gentleman applying. weal, 
T time (4 ipplyeng F 
a The As instanced by Dalziel’s start to his “ Christmas Poor Appeal.” 
endant SLOPER’S WEEKLY PRESENTS. ia = ata like the pudding’s full of all that's sweet and 
Iv fifty ‘i aia sae, That I haven't room to mention all—not at any rice ; 
wden : All Sloper’s Half- olida Dece: 9 , So this Yuletide, if you're seeking for a literary boon 
tor y . H y U mber Sth, 1889 Get “SLoper’s CHRISTMAS HOLipays "—be sure and get it soon. 
t—Sir ee ae ere : a ae 
id net LL 1), Masuoennus te reoeneen re oan neta ALLY SLOPER’S 
sicite CHRISTMAS APPBHAT, 
1 tine Address... FOR THE DESTITUTE POOR OF LONDON. 
The 
anda SUBSCRIPTIONS ACKNOWLEDGED IN LAST WEEK'S “ HALF- 
HOLIDAY,” £27 178, 4d. SINCE RECEIVED :— 
oars MINA THEELKE (Leytonstone), 8d.; per H. B, 6d.; K. F. M., 3d.; J. N. 
erally (Blackrod), 1s.; H. WYATT, 1d.; C. PETERS, ld.; ELDER (Tstmytor), 1s. 6d. ; 
Jevons A.T.C., 3s.; J. F. BARRETTE (Limehouse), 3d.; FLORA RYAN, 1s.; BERTHA 
h, she and BERNARD JACKSON, Is.; J. DINGLE (Londesboro’), 6d. ; T. R. (Salford), 3d. ; 
¥ rly “ “Sloper Watches” will not be given. W. T. B., 2d.; ROBT, W. DEDLEY, ld.; A. J. LEGGE, 2d.; NELLIE RICHARDS, 
tl ft 2s.; L. MARSHALL, 3d.; J. 8. LARCOMBE, 3d.; ANON (Marlboro’), $d.: Poon 
of the cfd a Buruiy, tact Gy Walaa, tent Sekar Peete Cor Coe a Ch 
, 6d.; C. . 6d.; Ha N, 53, ; a N, 53.5 
taken RESULT OF DECEMBER 14th COMPETITION. THOMAS MAXWELL, és. 6d. ; W. F. Moss, 5s.; W. J. CHAMPION, 18. ; COCKATOO, 
1 pur: x 3 2s. 6d. ; LITTLE MARY, 18. Gd.; ANON., 18.; 8. OCRENDEN, 2s.; HARRY [LAD- 
The following Applicants have been Awarded BROOK, 2s.; ROGER HIGGINS, 9d. ; DAISY Forp, 2s, Gd. ; Miss ARCHER, 3d. ; 
ve . HUGHES, 1d.; P. O., 18. ; T’ P. PAMILY, 6d.; S, P., 1s.; NERO, 
tents, SLOPER PRESENTS.” |! Tom JONES tf lite Carrwauciaen, WT Wann, ie 2. s. liven 
1, MABEL PEARCE, Grosvenor Place, Bath Road, EXETER. 1s. ; Collected by WALTER TURTON, 18,; ANON, 1s.; Mrs. BROWNE, 3d.; Col- 
rvant I by T BURGESS, 18, 1d.; E. G. W., 28. 6d.; H. ALLIS IN, 2d.; 
ily. it A PAIR OF OPERA-GLASSES. G. ya :' He ln; Bandemns (K-R.R., Enniskillen), 3d.; J. M. ORAM, 18.5 
thas fg) “AUBERT PELLETTER, Park Place Gardens, HENLEY-ON-THAMES. | JOE BRAMMAS, 6d. ELSIE, MIN "BooRMaN, 1d. JOHN 3. BOORMAN’ ides ME 


A GEM AIR-GUN. 
TOOTSIE’S MATRIMONIAL AGENCY. 


Advertisements, as under will be in- 
serted in this column free of charge, pro- 
vided the Sender's Name and Address 
are inclosed with the Advertisement, not 
fur publication, but as a guarantee of 
tress. good faith, 

Tootsie undertakes, ed of charge and 
ucht bst-free, to forward unopened, to the 


and L., 2s. ; ARTHUR WOOD, lld.; E. J. MCCKLESTON, 1s.; Mr., Mrs.,WILLIAM 
and EDWARD MARTIN, 2s.; J. CLIVFORD, 3s.; M. OWEN, 2s. 6d.; J. K., 28. 6d. ; 
A COLCHESTER NON-UNION WORKING MAN, 3d.; A BRUMMAGEM Bossy, 
1s.; J. T. D., 28. 6d.; SOME LAWYERS’ INKPOTS, 5s.; MARION H. RALPH, 1s, : 
TOMMY ATKINS, 8d.; REGULAR SUBSCRIBER, 2d.; Mrs, FORREST, 3d.; ALICE, 
2d.; PETER, 2d,; E. ELUIS, 4d.; STEPHEN NITE (Royal Engineers, Dover), 1s. ; 
APTEN, 6d.; JAMES H. CLARK, 2s. 6d.; GLOUCESTER, ld.; A. and EDITH 
WEBB, 1s. 6d.; WILLIAM PERRY, ld.; J. A. EWEN, 2s. 6d.; R. COMPE (Nor- 
wich), 1s; C. HOLMAN, 2d.; A. J. L., 6d.; Mr. JONES, WIFE and FAMILY, 10d. ; 
W., 1d.; LITTLE BERTIE, ld.; GOLGOTHA, 18, 


Making a total received up to December 18th, 1889—£33 5s. 


CLOSE UPON FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND COPIES SOLD! 


The parties interested, all letters received in TW oOoOrPENCE. 
oniit- reply to the advertisements inserted. Post-free, Threepence. 
FAT leakage E egent J peri, bate 

—-- “0 not appear below, wii e inserted as ASE FOR 
reat son as space admits, Address— 
ving Jf TOOTSIE, “MATRIMONIAL AGENCY,” ALLY SLOPER’'S CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS, 
She “THE SLOPERIES,” f Containi: 

ie 99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C 4 
ntle- ? cera SIXTEEN PAGES OF PICTURES AND READING, ~ 
wie ONSTANCE anv ROSALINE, aged all about Christmas. 


19 and 20, wish to correspond with two 


young gentlemen with a view to marriage. A CARTOON, By W. F. Thomas, 


pal I eth conden Pood tener ya! CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AT ALLY’S. 
fell tnsical, and of loving dispositions. Address— CLARICE (Aged 21). A DRAWING, BY HAL LUDLow, 


vere yy JNSTANCE” and “ROSALINE,” “TOOTSIE'S 
M \TRIMONTAL AGENCY,” “ The Sloperies,” 99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 
this A LEC, aged 29, tall, dark, considered good-looking ; intentions 
strictly honourable, wishes to correspond with a nice looking young lady, 


BOXING NIGHT AT THE 


“FRIV.” 
A CHARMING DANCE, 
“PAS DE TROIS,” 


eat ‘usical and fond of dancing preferred. Money no object. No reply entertained! Specially ” d by HERR MEYER Lutz (Gaiety Theatre. 
vard unless accompanied by photo. Please address—“ ALEC,” care of “Tootsies } ’? ecially aaa Vrs Tootsie, Tottie, and Ce : : 
lis MATRIMONIAL AGENCY,” “The Sloperies,” 99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. : p 


AND A LARGE DOUBLE PLATE, BY W. F. THOMAS, 


POOR DEAR PAPA’S CHRISTMAS TREE. 


A PRIZE OF £20, 
and 10.000 SLOPER PUZZLES are given with this 


aan CISSIE, aged 20, rather dark, tall, good figure, domesticated, 

cheerful, loving disposition, wishes to correspond with a tall, broad gentle- 
; in with a view to matrimony. Please inclose photo, if possible, which will be 
‘urned, and address, in confidence, to “ CISSIE,” “TOOTSIE'S MATRIMONIAL 
‘-ENCY,” “ The Sloperies,” 99 Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 


YOUNG MAN in medium circumstances aged 24, would be : op ; 
Bri A pleased to correspond with a lady not over 24, with a view to matrimony. Letra Special Number. 
th ~“ taust be fond of children, a lover of home and thoroughly domesticated, and Cag ee 
ints iv Who has some knowledge of music or ‘art preferred, though not absolutely “THE SLOPERIES,” 99 SHOR LANE, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
ath 3 Sik Soh ape an — a lover of music, and fond of travelling, Ad- | — 
with photo, in strict confidence, to “SAM M.," “ TOOTSIE’S MATRIMONIAL 
om vere Spain rk cnt, to * Ban St HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS. 
a > : = = AN ANNUAL REPORT.—The Tower guns on Her Majesty's birth- 
ap LAdy,, aged 26, barmonid, of dark complexion, and very loving, v. 8 3 
al o like appearance, desires to correspond with a tall, dark young gen- & . 1” ent ‘ - , 
hat tleman of loving disposition, age about 28 in trew of matrimony, and would like How I prize you, my dear!” said the jemmy to the safe door. 


LADIES WHO LIGHT UP WELL AT NIGHT—Those who have 
lantern-jaws, 


ENGLISH CoLoURsS—Neutral tints. 


“im to be in good position. Please inclose hoto, which will be returned if not 
thproved of. Address, in confide 


“ K," “ TOOTSIE'S MATRIMONIAL AGENCY,” 
The Sloperies,” 99 Shoe Lane, Lo EO. 
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SLOPER'S SELECT LIBRARY. 
DASHING “BUTTONS.” 


3¥ JOHN RuM-SuMMER. 
(Author of “ Poodle's Puppy.) 
gs 
CHAPTER II, 

THE evening (an exceptionally dull one) over, Buttons retired to 
bed, and with him (figuratively) went the face of his sister's pretty 
waiting-maid. 

And what a 
lovely face it 
was, too! And 
when lost in 
slumber, how 
prominent a 
feature of his 
dreams it 
seemed ! 

It was just 
when the young 


} manner that 


officer from 
Lobster-on-the- 
Booze found 
himself (in his 
dreams merely ) 
starting out for 
his honeymoon 
with the wait- 
ing - maid, that 
there came a 
gentle tapping 
at his bedroom 
door, and he 
awoke, 

“Who's 
there?” cried 
Buttons, start- 
ing up and as- 
suming asitting 
posture on his 
pillow, 

“It's yer ‘ot 
water, sir; and 
please, sir, missis says as how she'd take it wery kindly, sir, if you'd 
get hup at once, sir, and breakfast with your little niece, Suzanne, 
who's ‘ome for the olidays, sir, and wants you to take her to see 
the pretty shops, sir.” 

A delicately moulded arm made its appearance through the 
partially open door, and a somewhat rough and reddy hand placed 
a can of hot water on the floor, 

Button’s first thought was to jump from the bed, seize the in- 
truding hand, and, bobbing his “head round the door, kiss the 
bewitching lips that he knew were on the other side; but, of a 
sudden, a strong sense of propriety pervaded his id feeling, 
we will assume, Ply inspired by the contemplation of what 
signe happen if his sister caught him at it—and he wisely 

orbore, 

“Thank you, Ann; I'll be down in half-n-shake.” In half-a= 
shake—the : 
shake in this 
particular 
case standing 
for hour—he 
was down, 
and seated at 
the breakfast 
table with 
his (and 
his __ sister's, 
mind you)lit- 
tle niece Su- 
zanne. 

During the 
morning 
meal the 
child chatted 
freely. Her 
conversation 
was mostly 
of the adver- 
tising order, 
and she re- 
cited a list of 
all the shops 
situate in the 
streets of Ox- 
ford and Re- 
gent in a 


“Who's there?" 


was at once 
as marvel- 
lous for its 
preciseness of detail as for its parrot-like persistency of delivery. 

The child, having delivered herself of this unquestions bly 
charming prattle, slipped from her chair, and, bel round to 
Buttons, bent over and kissed him to the seductive re rain, “Suz- 
anne loves Buttons.” 

At this moment Ann, holding in her hands Suzanne's articles of 
outdoor clothing (which Suzanne immediately informed Buttons 
had been purchased at Life and Liberty's), entered the room and 
began to adorn the child for the streets, 
he You'll come with us, I suppose?” asked Buttons, turning to 

nn. 

The waiting-maid blushed, and answered, “Well, I don’t know 
as how a walk would do me hany ‘arm.” And so they all went 


“Suzanne loves Buttons.” 


The woman and the child. 


ef Pe ioe Buttons walking between the woman and the 
child. 
Where they went, what they did, and when they came home 
must be recorded in another chapter. 
(To be continued next week.) 


ALLY SLOPER’S HALF-HOLIDAY. 


A QUEER PROPOSAL. 


(Saturday, December 28, 1889, 


THE “F.0.8." PORTRAIT GALLERY. 


/ D An hd 


THE SPITEFUL MINX. 


‘ . — : He, Did you notice how shamefully Miss Deerstalk 
. Sir George. How unfortunate, your falling, Miss Graves! But do you--er—know, you look so—er— er 
ie ‘unequafled in the annals of the present century—or in an Pretty down there, that I cannot resist confessing my love for you. Will you—er—accept my hand ? was making up to Viscount Dangler to-night ? 
other century, for the matter of that. He isa sort of combi She (saucily). Just what I have been waiting to do for a long time, Sir George; so if you will She, T'm not surprised at her making up—anybody can 
dictionary, directory and guide of England; he, in fact, knows {__ ffer it me, without standing gaping there, Ishall beobliged, __ see she’s nearly all make-up hersclf, at 


@ good deal about everything and everybudy—a little too much, 
Peers Fons eens would say. But, of course, that is a mere THE BAROMETER FALLING. 
matter of di . Our hero's birth is surrounded in a mystery 
—we may say, a most mysterious mystery—the history of whic! 

ae to his must intimate friends, Of course we, being 
numbered with the latter, are among the enlightened few. Now 
for the secret. Jimmy is—well, well, on secund thoughts, perhaps 
we had better keep what we know to ourselves; so, James, 
deur boy, your secret is quite safe, as far as we are concerned, 
and not even the voice of the law would compel us to enlighten 
the public as to the thrilling incidents connected with your birth, 
Chiefly because of his acquaintance with the police, our hero 
was created F.0.S., and the ‘Sloper Award of Mcrit’ presented 

to him, December 11th, 1886."—Debrett improved. 


A LITTLE TCO ROUSI! ON HiM. 


AS GOOD AS A HAT-PEG. 
r Haw, boy, do you see anything of my hat; it's 


Mr. 
just blown 
oe Why, bain't that your ‘at a-'anging to your ‘osse’s pin 

me 


LA, a ff 
ma 


[EBB 


And yet, strange to say, the weather remained clear and frosty, with not a sign of He, Aw! good-night, Mra, Merryman, may I ask what you are going to ‘lo to- 
morrow ? She. I'm going to the Dog Show. Mrs. Raleigh is gving to 
Be or snow. It is not always safe to trust in weather-glasses, after all. exhibit her King Charles’ puppies ; you'll be there, of course ? 
ee — Se = 


ee ee eee 
WINTER ADVANTAGES. ’ EGG-XACTLY SO! 


THAT DANGER SIGNAL AGAIN. 
The mouldy wreck's proboscis proves a centre of attraction to 


The F t. : 5 
The best of it is, one can always look respectable in the cold weather, for, you see, TeGonsten a htt Ade llcap boeing ink—had nossin’ but nourish 


@ great coat hides all imperfections, ing food—eggs—(hic)—EGG-FLIP ! 


“2B 


t f The old ‘un and the young ‘un up to their old tricks, “Ta, ta, 
| r: ALLY, hope that bed was in its proper position on the other side 
of the window.” 


